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reviving the practice of honoring Memorial Day and
its meaning. One of his famous speeches was given at
Arlington National Cemetery on Memorial Day in
1986.
“Today is the day we put aside to remember
fallen heroes and to pray that no heroes will ever
have to die for us again. It's a day of thanks for the
valor of others, a day to remember the splendor of
America and those of her children who rest in this
cemetery and others. It's a day to be with the family
and remember…”

Memorial Day commemorates the men and
women who died while in the military service of
their country, particularly those who died in battle
or as a result of wounds sustained in battle. In other
words, the purpose of Memorial Day is to
memorialize the veterans who made the ultimate
sacrifice for their country. In 1971, Memorial Day
was declared a national holiday. The United States
celebrates this holiday the last Monday of May.
Memorial Day was first widely observed in
May 1868. The celebration commemorated the
sacrifices of the Civil War and the proclamation was
made by General John A Logan. Following the
proclamation, participants decorated graves of more
than 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers.

“If we really care about peace, we must stay
strong. If we really care about peace, we must,
through
our
strength,
demonstrate
our
unwillingness to accept an ending of the peace. We
must be strong enough to create peace where it does
not exist and strong enough to protect it where it
does. That's the lesson of this century and, I think, of
this day. And that's all I wanted to say. The rest of
my contribution is to leave this great place to its
peace, a peace it has earned”.
Does Memorial Day have meaning to you? It
is important for Americans to take time to
remember the sacrifices that bought their freedom.
► Send a note of thanks to Veterans you know.
► Visit a local cemetery and place flags or flowers on
the graves of fallen soldiers.

► Fly the American flag at half-staff until noon.

President Ronald Reagan is credited with
THE MAJOR FUNCTION OF ROLLING THUNDER ® INC. IS TO PUBLICIZE THE POW*MIA ISSUE: TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC THAT
MANY AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR WERE LEFT BEHIND AFTER ALL PREVIOUS WARS, AND TO HELP CORRECT THE PAST
AND TO PROTECT FUTURE VETERANS FROM BEING LEFT BEHIND SHOULD THEY BECOME PRISONERS OF WAR-MISSING IN
ACTION. WE ARE ALSO COMMITTED TO HELPING AMERICAN VETERANS FROM ALL WARS.
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INSIDE THE CHAPTER
Best wishes to the following members
who have birthday’s this month:
Bob Ericson

Bob Ericson
Writer / Editor / Publisher

05/03

James Lisa

05/22

Maggie Bloomer 05/08

Don Curtis

05/22

Cindy Flowers

Matt Cobb

05/24

Tommy Hembree 05/08

Gerald Harden

05/24

Wendy Paul

05/10

Dee Ann Miller

05/26

Mike Schulze

05/16

Gary McClain

05/29

Julie Colon

05/20

Lisa Price

05/31

When I founded the Mission Newsletter in
December 2017, I never imagined that it would grow
into what it has now become - a publication worthy
of reading. My very first attempt was a whopping
three pages, and at one point swelled to over fifteen
pages in 2020.
Content has always been a challenge. Each
story I present is backed by countless hours of
research, and an infinite amount of photo editing,
then finding the correct place to put it all together. I
am not a journalist, nor do I have a background in
any form of media publishing. So you may wonder
why I do it?
For that one acknowledgement - the one that
says “I didn’t know that”. Or the one simple ‘thank
you’. But I must confess that the self-inflicted
deadlines I’ve created for myself have had a negative
affect on my disposition and willingness to continue
this volunteer publication. I am nearing the end of
my publishing career, so if there is another member
who has the talent to continue The Mission, please
let me know. With that said, I would like to briefly
tell you the story we are featuring this month.
In the summer of 1978, two former members
of a B-17 crew met to discuss their escape from
death in a raid on Kassel in Germany in 1943. Sitting
on a porch in Tarrytown, New York, pilot Bohn
Fawkes turned to his navigator Elmer “Benny”
Bendiner and said: “Do you remember that we were
hit with 20-mm shells?”

05/08

Benny said that of course he did but that was
not unusual. It happened whenever they got jumped
by a German fighter. Bohn leaned forward and
Bendiner could see that a “revelation” was on the
horizon. “Yes, but remember the shell that hit the
gas tank?” Bohn said.
This is the story about the Tondelayo, a B-17
Flying Fortress, bureau number 42-29896 and it’s
crew of ten men, who were saved from death by a
stranger. Some call it a miracle, you judge for
yourself. The story begins on Page 8.
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INSIDE THE CHAPTER (continued)
It was with the idea for citizens to come
together and thank our military members for their
patriotic service in support of our country that
President Harry S. Truman led the effort to establish
this single holiday. The one-day celebration then
stemmed from the unification of the Armed Forces
under the Department of Defense.

more than 1.3 million active-duty service members
are stationed in the United States and around the
world. An additional 800,000 reservists stand ready
in the Army National Guard and the Air National
Guard. The holiday unites the country behind these
men and women who currently serve in the United
States military.

On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense
Louis Johnson announced the creation of an Armed
Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, U.S. Coast Guard, and Air Force Days. The first
observance on May 20, 1950, launched with parades,
open houses, receptions, and air shows.

Memorial Day is an American holiday,
observed on the last Monday of May, honoring the
2,852,901 men and women who died and 40,031
still missing in action while serving in the U.S.
military. Memorial Day 2021 will occur on Monday,
May 31.

Then, in 1962, President John F. Kennedy
established Armed Forces Day as an official holiday.

Originally known as Decoration Day,
Memorial Day originated in the years following the
Civil War and became an official federal holiday in
1971. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by
visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding family
gatherings and participating in parades. Unofficially,
it marks the beginning of the summer season
“It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men
who died. Rather we should thank God that such
men lived."
-- George S. Patton
John 15:13 (Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends.)
GOD BLESS AMERICA
Chaplain Chip Hanson

The United States Military is composed of six
branches, including the Army, Airforce, Space Force,
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard. As of 2019,

Rolling Thunder® Inc. Florida Chapter 1
825 Lakewood Circle
Merritt Island, FL 32952--5887
(321) 720-5032
rtfl1.pres@cfl.rr.com
https://www.RollingThunderFlorida1.org
https://Facebook.com/RollingThunderFL1

POW * MIA - YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN
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INSIDE THE CHAPTER (CONTINUED)
Our
Brevard
County
Schools POW*MIA flag raising
initiative is nearing completion.
May 11th is the target date to
finish this project at Mims
Elementary school at 1:15 in the
afternoon. Come join us if you
can.

In addition to the school
project, we were also able to
provide an escort for a veteran
and his wife
to the Cape
Canaveral National Cemetery.
On top of that, we
provided parking assistance at
the two-day Cocoa Beach Air
Show. This was a much needed
fund-raising event.

From Meadowlane Intermediate School

7

From Kennedy Middle School

May 2021

WELCOME HOME
the fall of the Philippines in April 1942. He survived
the “Bataan Death March” and imprisonment at
Cabanatuan Prison Camp No. 1. Capt. Schade was
listed as “Lost at Sea” until January 1947 when a
mass grave near Takao City was exhumed. Later
these remains were transferred to Hawaii and
interred in Unknown Grave No. 423 at the National
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific. Subsequently in
2017, the remains were disinterred and in August
2018 the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
(DPAA) announced their identification as Lester A.
Schade. Also instrumental in this process was a
nonprofit organization, WFI Research Group, which
has focused its efforts on identifying remains of
missing service members.
Lester A. Schade was born May 30, 1917 in
the town of Holton, Marathon County, Wisconsin. He
graduated from Dorchester High School in 1935.
After graduating from the University of Wisconsin
(1939) he entered the Officers Training School in
Philadelphia, PA. In June 1940, he left for the
Philippine Islands.
Cpt Lester Schade, USMC

Marine Corps Captain Lester A. Schade, of
Abbotsford, Wisconsin was killed on January 9,
1945, while being held as a POW during World War
II. His death was the result of an attack on the
unmarked Japanese transport ship “Enoura Maru” –
by American carrier planes in Takao Harbor,
Formosa - present day Taiwan.
Allied prisoners of war called them “hell
ships,” - overloaded with POWs being relocated to
internment on the Japanese Home Islands or
elsewhere in the empire. The holds were floating
dungeons, where inmates were denied air, space,
light, bathroom facilities, and adequate food and
water—especially water. Thirst and heat claimed
many lives in the end, as did summary executions
and beatings, yet the vast majority of deaths came as
a result of so-called “friendly fire” from U.S. and
Allied naval ships, submarines, and aircraft

Capt. Schade’s parents, Richard and Margaret
Schade are interred in the Abbotsford, WI. Cemetery
Adjacent to their headstone is a marker for Lester
inscribed ‘Our Dear Son – Lost at Sea’. Lester had
two brothers, Ernest and Clarence who are no longer
living. Surviving are the children of Ernest and
Marguerite, Wayne R. (Diane), Patricia A. (Dennis
Bowen) and Elaine M. (Ronald Gosse). In addition
several great-nieces and nephews and great-grand
nieces and nephews of Lester reside in Michigan,
Texas and Wisconsin. Clarence and Marion (Scholtz)
had no children. Also surviving is 1st cousin once
removed, John J. Blahnik (Sharon) of Washburn,
Wisconsin who provided valuable assistance in the
discernment and reinterment process for Lester.
Captain Schade was reinterment at the
Abbotsford Cemetery with Full Military Honors,

WELCOME HOME SIR

Captain Schade, “I” Company, 3rd Battalion,
4th Marines had become a prisoner of war following

When one American is not worth the effort to be found, we as Americans have lost.
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VETERAN UPDATE
A prominent advocate for military burn pit
victims died this this past March from complications
related to her own toxic exposure injuries.
Lauren Price, a Navy veteran who cofounded the Florida-based Veterans Warriors Inc.,
passed away on March 30, 2021 from complications
related to cancer. She was 56.

“The Staff and Board of Directors of Veteran
Warriors (VW) are devastated to announce the
March 30, 2021 passing of our Executive Director
Lauren Price, who co-founded the
organization along with her
husband Jim. Lauren suffered and
ultimately lost her life due to illness
and disease that directly resulted
from her service in the United States
Navy, specifically her exposure to
toxic chemicals and substances
during her deployment to Iraq.

and laws for the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA). Without Lauren, there would be no Veteran
Warriors, and the public awareness of issues within
VA programs and policies would be significantly
lower.
Price said in a statement given just days
before her death: “It has been my greatest honor to
serve the veterans of this nation as their advocate.
The people and organizations that I have met and
worked with have been the best in the world.”
Price served in the Navy from
2006 to 2013, a tour that included 13
months in Iraq at the height of the war.
She testified before Congress that she
frequently breathed in toxic smoke from
burn pits as she drove trucks on and off
base for missions.
Her own respiratory issues from
that exposure inspired her to launch
Veterans Warriors Inc. The group grew
from a Facebook group trading burn pit
stories to an organization focused on
nationwide
advocacy,
legislative
lobbying, caregiver assistance and other
help for veterans dealing with health
issues related to toxic exposure.

Rather than simply sit back
and accept her diagnosis, Lauren,
with the spirit and fire that she was
known
for,
formed
Veteran
Warriors over a decade ago and
Lauren Price during a
devoted her life to advocating for
deployment to Iraq with
recognition of the effects that toxic
the Navy in 2007
exposures have had on countless
Price’s death comes as veterans
veterans and to ensuring that those veterans
advocates have increased focus on the issue of burn
received the care that they earned.
pits in recent months. Earlier this week, Rep. Elaine
Leading from the front, Lauren assembled a Luria, D-Va., introduced new legislation to award
team dedicated to pursuing proper care and benefits benefits to all veterans exposed to toxic substances
for veterans. What was once a small Facebook page during service in the Middle East, Southwest Asia,
working on local issues has blossomed into a East Africa, and the Philippines. Similar measures
thriving nationwide organization with a reach and have been debated in the last year, and several large
influence beyond the founder’s wildest dreams.
rallies on the issue are planned for later this spring,
or early summer..
Lauren was instrumental in developing and
supporting Veteran Warriors’ mission, which
Rep. Gus Bilirakis, R-Fla., worked closely
includes assisting veterans, caregivers and their with Price on a number of veterans issues and
families across the nation, working with state and praised her in a statement as “a true warrior … up to
federal legislators, collaborating with Veteran her last breath.”
Service Organizations and other work groups, and
“She leaves behind a legacy of service and
guiding the development/implementation of policies
sacrifice that will never be forgotten,” he said. “Her
work is not finished, as we are still pushing to enact
many of the policies she helped craft.”

OR text to 838255
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
May 1, 1960 - An American U-2 spy plane flying at 60,000 feet was shot down over Sverdlovsk in central
Russia on the eve of a summit meeting between President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Soviet Russia's Premier
Nikita Khrushchev. The sensational incident caused a cancellation of the meeting and heightened existing
Cold War tensions. The pilot, CIA agent Francis Gary Powers, survived the crash, and was tried, convicted
and sentenced to 10 years in prison by a Russian court. Two years later he was released to America in
exchange for an imprisoned Soviet spy. On his return to America, Powers encountered a hostile public which
apparently believed he should not have allowed himself to be captured alive. He died in a helicopter crash in
1977.
May 2, 2011 - U.S. Special Operations Forces killed Osama bin Laden during a raid on his secret compound
in Abbottabad, Pakistan. The raid marked the culmination of a decade-long manhunt for the elusive leader of
the al-Qaeda terrorist organization based in the Middle East. Bin Laden had ordered the coordinated aerial
attacks of September 11th, 2001, in which four American passenger jets were hijacked then crashed, killing
nearly 3,000 persons. Two jets had struck and subsequently collapsed the 110-story Twin Towers of the
World Trade Center in New York, while another struck the Pentagon building in Washington, D.C. A fourth
jet also headed toward Washington had crashed into a field in Pennsylvania as passengers attempted to
overpower the hijackers on board.
May 4, 1970 - At Kent State University, four students - Allison Krause, 19; Sandra Lee Scheuer, 20; Jeffrey
Glenn Miller, 20; and William K. Schroeder, 19 - were killed by National Guardsmen who opened fire on a
crowd of 1,000 students protesting President Richard Nixon's decision to invade Cambodia. Eleven others
were wounded. The shootings set off tumultuous campus demonstrations across America resulting in the
temporary closing of over 450 colleges and universities.
May 5, 1865 - Decoration Day was first observed in the U.S., with the tradition of decorating soldiers' graves
from the Civil War with flowers. The observance date was later moved to May 30th and included American
graves from World War I and World War II, and became better known as Memorial Day. In 1971, Congress
moved Memorial Day to the last Monday in May, thus creating a three-day holiday weekend.
May 7, 1992 - The 27th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified, prohibiting Congress from giving
itself pay raises.
May 10, 1869 - The newly constructed tracks of the Union Pacific and Central Pacific railways were first
linked at Promontory Point, Utah. A golden spike was driven by Leland Stanford, president of the Central
Pacific, to celebrate the linkage.
May 11, 1862 - To prevent its capture by Union forces
advancing in Virginia, the Confederate Ironclad Merrimac
was destroyed by the Confederate Navy. In March, the
Merrimac had fought the Union Ironclad Monitor to a
draw. Naval warfare was thus changed forever, making
wooden ships obsolete.
May 15, 1972 - George Wallace was shot while
campaigning for the presidency in Laurel, Maryland. As a
result, Wallace was permanently paralyzed from the waist
down.
CSS Virginia (USS Merrimack hull)

Rolling Thunder®, Inc. Florida Chapter 1 is a not-for-profit 501 (c) (4) organization,
and everyone donates his or her time because they believe in the POW*MIA Issue.
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FEATURED STORY
navigator to precisely drop bombs
on targets. Improved accuracy
reduced the amount of follow-on
missions required to destroy
targets, thus saving countless lives
of bomber crews However, besides
photos showing standard overhaul
and
maintenance
and
some
armament upgrades, there is little
else mentioned about the B-17.

The Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress is a four-engine heavy bomber
developed in the 1930’s for the United States Army Air Corps. Competing
against Douglas and Martin for a contract to build 200 bombers, the
Boeing entry outperformed both competitors and exceeded the air
corps' performance specifications.
This story involves one special aircraft that
was flown in combat over Germany during World
War II. This aircraft, a B-17, Bureau no.42-29896
was delivered to the United Air Lines Modification
Center in Cheyenne, Wyoming, on March 5, 1943.
"Green" aircraft were flown from the factory into
Cheyenne where they were modified with all the
necessary armaments and combat equipment, They
were then test flown. Once determined to be fit for
flight, aircraft were delivered to combat training
units, some based as far away as New Guinea and
Australia. Overall, this center test flew some 10,000
airplanes during World War II.
This particular Flying Fortress left the center
and was delivered to Headquarters 445th Bomb
Group, & 703rd Bomb Squadron Training Base,
Sioux City Iowa on March 20, 1943.
It then made its way to Tinker Field,
Oklahoma City, on March 28th. According to official
Tinker history documents, the Oklahoma City Air
Depot repaired and calibrated the then top-secret
Norden MK15 bombsight during the war years. The
B-17 used the Norden bombsight, which was an
analog computer with visual sight used by the

Our airplane then flew to
Keens Municipal Airport in Kearney
Nebraska on April 4, 1943 - and
finally made its way to Royal Air
Force Base, Kimbolton, England in
May of 1943, and assigned to the
527th Bombardment Squadron of
the 379th Bomb Group. (The 527th
was last assigned to the 379th
Bombardment Wing at Homestead
Air Force Base, Florida, where it was
inactivated on January 9, 1961.)

Planned for RAF use, Kimbolton
airfield was built by W and C French Ltd. in 1941.
The airfield was increased in size to accommodate a
full US heavy Bomb Group, and the first such unit to
use it was the 91st Bomb Group, who arrived in
September 1942. They quickly switched to
Bassingbourn, and for a time the B-26s of the 17th
Bomb Group occupied the base. Kimbolton is most
associated with the 379th Bomb Group, who were
residents at the airfield from late 1942. The 379th
was one of the most successful of all of the Eighth's
Bomb Groups. The airfield was handed back to the
RAF at the end of the war, and was eventually sold in
the early 1960s.
Our modified B-17F now had a permanent
home, and a new name: ”Tondelayo”. Nose art on
combat aircraft was prominent during the war, and
the name Tondelayo may have been inspired from
the movie ‘White Cargo’ staring Hedy Lamar, and the
same name on a B-25 later in the war.
The crew of the B-17 Tondelayo:
Pilot - 2LT Bohn E. Fawkes, Jr.; Co-Pilot - 2LT Charles
A. Mauldin; Navigator - 2LT Elmer S. Bendiner;
Bombardier - 2LT Robert L. Hejny; Engineer/Top
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FEATURED STORY (continued)
Turret gunner - T/SGT Lawrence H. Reedman; Radio
Operator - T/SGT Frederick J. Reinhard; Bottom
Turret gunner - T/SGT Walter J. Gray; Waist Gunner
- S/SGT John A. Leary; Waist Gunner - S/SGT Harry
L. Edwards; Tail Gunner T/SGT Michael Arooth.

Michael L. Arooth was officially considered
the top "bomber ace," having 19 aerial victories
officially credited to him. He accomplished this feat
as the tail gunner on Tondelayo. Sgt Arooth was
from my birth place, Springfield, Massachusetts.
Elmer Bendiner the navigator on Tondelayo,
tells the story of a bombing run over Kassel,
Germany , and the unexpected result of a direct hit
on their gas tanks. "Our B-17, the Tondelayo, was
barraged by flak from Nazi antiaircraft guns. That

Crew of the Tondelayo

9

was not unusual, but on this particular occasion our
gas tanks were hit”.
The379th Bombardment Group (Heavy) had
moved to England, with the air echelon flying B-17's
via the North Atlantic route, and the ground echelon
crossing by ship. They began operations with the
Eighth Air Force on May 19, 1943, and received a
Distinguished Unit Citation (DUC) for operations
over Europe.
The 379th was primarily engaged in
bombardment of strategic
targets such as
industries, oil refineries, storage plants, submarine
pens, airfields, and communication centers in
Germany, France, Holland, Belgium, Norway, and
Poland. Specific targets included a chemical plant in
Ludwigshafen, an
aircraft assembly plant in
Brunswick, ball-bearing plants at Schweinfurt and
Leipzig, synthetic oil refineries at Merseburg and
Gelsenkirchen, marshalling yards at Hamm and
Reims, and airfields in Mesnil au Val and Berlin.
On the Kassel mission, Bendliner recalls the
miracle of a 20 millimeter shell piercing a wing fuel
tank without touching off an explosion. “Our pilot,
Bohn Fawkes, told me it was not quite that simple”.
"On the morning following the raid, Bohn had gone
down to ask our crew chief for that shell as a
souvenir of unbelievable luck.
The crew chief told Bohn that not just one
shell, but 11 shells had been found in the gas tanks.
“Eleven unexploded shells where only one was
sufficient to blast us out of the sky. It was as if the
sea had been parted for us. A near-miracle, I
thought.”
Bohn was told that the shells were sent to
the armorers to be defused. The armorers told him
that Intelligence officers then picked them up. They
couldn’t say why at the time, but Bohn eventually
sought out the answer. Apparently when the
armorers opened each of the shells, they didn’t find
any explosive charges. They were all clean as a
whistle and just as harmless. Empty? Not all of them!
One contained a carefully rolled-up piece of paper
with a scrawled message in Czech. The Intelligence
people scoured the base for a man who could read
Czech. Eventually they found one to decipher the
note, which when translated read:
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FEATURED STORY (continued)
“This is all we can do for you now”.

The crews’ lives had been saved that day by
someone they would never know. And, the worker
would never know that he/she had saved those ten
lives.
The Nazis put the use of forced labor at the
heart of its war industries. They gathered up huge
numbers from territories over-run in eastern
Europe and Russia, but also from the Netherlands,
Belgium and France, where round-ups would
encourage many young men to join resistance
groups.

show courage
recognition.

without

expecting

reward

or

Unfortunately, the good fortune that
Tondelayo received that day was short lived. On a
mission over Stuttgart on September 16, 1943, the
Tondelayo was declared MIA. Although heavily
damaged, pilot Bohn Fawkes was able to fly back
towards the U.K., but ran out of fuel and had to ditch
the plane in the English Channel. All 10 crewman

These are nameless people now, who
downed tools in a state which allowed no
opposition, and who through their own principled
dissent carried out an act of resistance. The Czech
worker who sabotaged the shells which struck the
Tondelayo might have hoped and prayed that their
failure to fill the 20mm shells would save an Allied
airman - but they probably never imagined their
note would be discovered.
If it was a miracle that the B-17 survived, it
was also a miracle that this wonderful act of
humanity was revealed. And so we are left to
wonder if this brave and nameless individual also
became a statistic in a Gestapo report? For arrest,
deportation to a concentration camp, death? We are
allowed to hope they survived but we will never
know. Either way, they are a symbol of all those who
HSL-181 (similar to HSL-180)

were rescued by Air Sea Rescue launch HSL-180
from Dover, Kent, UK.
LTC Bohn Edgar Fawkes Jr. flew 25 bombing
missions as a B-17 co-pilot and pilot in the 379th
Bomb Group of the 8th Air Force. His missions
included two of the famous raids over Schweinfurt,
Germany and a ditching in the English Channel from
which his entire crew survived. After the war,
Fawkes served as a B-29 instructor in the Pacific.

The crew of B-17 Flying Fortress 42-37805 FO-B
“Carol Dawn” on February 11, 1944.
Most of the crew in this photo were MIA
on March 2nd, 1944 over Belgium

He retired from military service in 1962, and
returned to civilian life to carve a career as a stock
broker. Fawkes died on February 17, 2007 (aged
87) and is buried
at Fort Snelling National
Cemetery, Hennepin County, Minnesota.
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SPONSOR PAGE
We thank all our sponsors of this publication. Your generosity makes it possible for us to
continue our mission of “educating the public” about our prisoners-of-war, and missing-inaction, while at the same time, promoting your cause or business. //Ed
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SPONSORS PAGE (continued)
Please contact the Editor (TheMissionEditor@cfl.rr.com) to place an ad
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