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How Veterans Can Find Real Support When 
Launching a Business 

Veterans entering entrepreneurship often bring discipline, leadership, and focus. What 
they sometimes lack is clarity on where to find practical support. This guide gathers helpful 
programs, tools, and educational pathways that can make the transition into business 
ownership smoother. 

Quick Summary 

There are many programs designed specifically for veterans who want to launch a 
business. Training, funding, mentorship, and education are all easier to access than most 
people realize. 
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Where Veterans Can Find Support 

Category Helpful Resource What It Provides 

Training Boots to Business Startup basics 

Funding VA-backed loans Business capital 

Mentorship SCORE Veteran 
Program 

Free business 
guidance 

Networking Local veteran groups Community support 

How Veterans Can Jumpstart Their Business Journey 

Here’s a quick starting sequence to avoid overwhelm:  

1. Define your business idea clearly. 
 

2. Contact a veteran small business office in your area. 
 

3. Enroll in at least one veteran specific training program. 
 

4. Build a simple financial plan. 
 

5. Seek mentorship from business owners who understand veteran life. 
 

6. Apply for funding after you have a plan ready. 
 

7. Launch with a small pilot version of your service or product. 
 

FAQs 

Q: Do veterans get free help when starting a business 
A: Many programs offer cost free training and mentorship. Funding usually depends on 
credit and business viability. 

https://www.sba.gov/sba-learning-platform/boots-business
https://asana.com/resources/mission-statement-template
https://www.uschamber.com/co/start/strategy/how-to-find-business-mentors


Q: Are there grants specifically for veterans 
A: A few exist, though most financial support comes through loans and training incentives. 

Q: Where should I go first if I feel overwhelmed 
A: The Small Business Administration’s veteran section is a strong first stop. 

Q: Can family members use veteran business programs 
A: Some programs include spouses, so always check the details of each resource. 

Why Business Programs for Veterans Exist 

Many veterans face a difficult shift from military to civilian work. The structure you once 
relied on changes suddenly. Business ownership can restore purpose and stability, but it 
often requires guidance. These programs give you the structure again, just in a different 
form. 

Are You Ready to Start Your Business? 

[ ] You can describe your idea in one sentence 
[ ] You have a working budget 
[ ] You connected with a veteran business mentor 
[ ] You understand where to get funding 
[ ] You know what skills you need to strengthen 
[ ] You completed at least one business training program 

Skills That Make a Big Difference 

Veterans are used to clear plans and solid teamwork. Many learn business more quickly 
than they expect. Practical skills like budgeting, communication, and customer 
management can shape long term success. These can be learned through online courses, 
mentorship, or structured academic programs. 

Growing Your Expertise Through Education 

Some veterans sharpen their business abilities by returning to school. Many choose 
programs that fit their entrepreneurial goals, such as accounting, communications, 
management, or marketing. If you choose to earn a degree in business administration, you 
can gain skills that support planning, decision making, and financial management. Online 
programs make it easier to run a company and study at the same time, which is especially 
helpful during the early stages of business ownership. 

Looking Into Veteran-Focused Pitch Competitions 

https://www.nerdwallet.com/business/loans/learn/grants-for-veterans
https://www.forbes.com/sites/hvmacarthur/2024/11/10/career-tips-for-veterans-transitioning-to-the-civilian-workforce/
https://www.nationwide.com/business/solutions-center/starting/startup-business-funding
https://www.salesforce.com/blog/how-to/create-a-budget-for-your-small-business/
https://www.phoenix.edu/online-business-degrees/business-bachelors-degree.html


This is a lesser known opportunity. Some organizations sponsor pitch events that are 
exclusively open to veterans. These competitions provide feedback, networking 
opportunities, and sometimes seed money for early stage businesses.  

Extra Guidance That Helps Along the Way 

Starting a business is never a single step. Veterans who succeed usually follow a simple 
pathway: get trained, get mentored, build a plan, then launch. Every resource mentioned in 
this guide is designed to remove friction, not add it. 

Conclusion 

Veterans have access to a wide range of entrepreneurial support programs. With training, 
mentorship, education, and community resources, the path to business ownership becomes 
much clearer. The next step is simply choosing where you want to begin. 

Rolling Thunder is dedicated to providing the community and networking support that is 
vital for veterans as they navigate these new challenges. By helping veterans connect with 
local resources and mentorship, they support the restoration of purpose and stability that 
business ownership can provide. Whether you are looking for guidance on educational 
pathways or need a community of peers who understand the unique veteran journey, 
Rolling Thunder stands ready to help you ensure your business path is clear and 
supported. 

https://rollingthunderflorida1.org/

